4.1 Workshop Outline & Suggested Activities
1. Introduction: ‘Some Roma Facts’ Activity, What do you
know already?
• Download and use Some Roma Facts Activity sheet as an
introduction to learning about Roma people, facts, history and
life stories.
• In pairs or groups of three, learners are asked to read the Some Roma Facts activity sheet
and tick statements that they know already, leaving all unknown statements unticked. Some
statements are true and some are false.
• At the end of the workshop, the Some Roma Facts activity sheet can be revisited and
learners tick what they know now as a result of learning about Roma.
2. Watch Film: ‘7 Things You Should Know About Roma
People’ (3 mins)
• Copy and paste following film link in URL. Whole class
watch the short film:
http://www.errc.org/video/7-things-you-should-knowabout-roma-people
• In small groups talk about what they have seen and heard
in the film.
• Individual or group feedback to the class, i.e. share one or two facts per group that they
remember from the film.
3. Read: Roma Oral History Stories
• The Roma Oral History Stories can be used with a whole
class, with a focus on one story or the three stories shared
across the class.
• Download the three Roma Oral History Stories, or one
story with the photographs, the Comprehension Questions
sheet, and ‘Quotes’ Activity for stories 1,2,3 sheets.

Alexandru

Elzbieta

Rozalia ©RSG
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• In pairs, small groups or whole class, children and adults
• Look at and talk about the Roma people/person’s photographs;
• Read the Roma person’s story, section by section, discussing vocabulary not known
and information in the section;
• Explore and discuss the comprehension questions linked to the stories;
• Extract key information and make notes to develop a person profile or timeline about
that Roma person’s life.
• For additional information read and insert the additional quotes into the relevant
section of the Roma person’s life story.
• For English as an Additional Language learners download and use Easy to Read Stories
Version 1 - Stories 1,2,3 and Version 2 - Stories1,2, 3.
4. Watch Film: ‘Roma Stories’ by the Roma Support Group (6 mins)
• Watch and listen to the short film to hear the Romanes language
and extracts from Roma people’s stories who live in the UK:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9fCDLULTtU&feature=youtu.be
5. Historical Postcards and Photographs Now
• In pairs, small groups or whole class, children and adults:
• Look at historical postcards and photographs now. Discuss
what they see, what they can find out from the images and
group them into themes, i.e. Roma Traditional Lifestyle,
Traditional Crafts, Dancers & Musicians, Second World War,
and Roma Now.
6. Arts & Crafts
• The stories can be used to:
• Make a poster about the Roma person including key
information, quotes and the Roma person’s photographs;
• Look at the different Roma stories and do a variety of Art
and Craft activities including making bricks out of clay,
making flowers with wire, weaving with willow, wool or
paper (making basket-like weaving) and collages;
• Listen to Roma music;
• Try Roma dance movements.

Gypsy women with German soldier
©Robert Dawson Collection, RSG
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7. Timeline Activity
• Download the Roma Timeline: cut the individual
statements with their corresponding date and order
them chronologically, alternatively cut the individual
statements and dates and match statement to date.
8. Homework tasks
• Further online research, facts and photographs
about Roma;
• Suitcase Activity: you can only take one bag or suitcase
with you, what would you pack if had to move to another
country?

Roma wheel and road ©Robert Czibi

9. Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) Trust Resources
• HMD Annual Remembrance Day, 27th January:
https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-yearstheme/
• Additional Holocaust Life Stories, including RSG Roma Oral History
interviewee Baronita Adam: https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/baronitaadam/

Baronita Adam ©RSG

10 Film: ‘I am Roma’, Roma Support Group
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8vqUESWZ_g
A short film about Roma people’s experiences of discrimination in the UK,
while also promoting a positive image of the Roma community.

3

Find out more...

Visit our website: www.romasupportgroup.org.uk
Email us on: info@romasupportgroup.org.uk

4.2 Workshop PowerPoint Presentation

ROMA STORIES
Roma Oral History Workshop

Roma Oral History Project…
•

Led by the Roma
Support Group

•

Funded by the
Heritage Lottery
Fund

©Roma Support Group
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Aims of Workshops

Workshops content
•

1. To share Roma life stories:
• Life in home country
• Second World War
• Journeys and coming to the UK

•
•

2. To learn about and celebrate Roma history and
culture

•
•

3. To encourage respect for other people and further
tolerance and harmony between different cultural
traditions

•
•

Who are Roma: ‘What do you know already?’
Activity Sheet
Film: ‘7 Things You Should Know About Roma
People’ (European Roma Rights Centre)
Historical Postcards and Photographs: Activity
Oral History Stories
Film: ‘Roma Stories’ (RSG)
Time line of the Roma: Activity
Cultural activities: music, dance and craft
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Who are Roma?

Who are Roma?

Rozalia & her children ©RSG

•
Mihai ©RSG

Ewelina ©RSG

Valdemar ©RSG

Film:- ‘7 Things You Should Know About Roma
People’, European Roma Rights Centre:
http://www.errc.org/video/7-things-you-should-know-aboutroma-people
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What language do Roma speak?

Where do Roma come from?
The Roma
originated
in North
West India
and began
migrating to
Europe
about 1,000
years ago.

The Roma language is called Romanes
Romanes languages originates from Sanskrit

Roma migra2on from India to Europe, Map ©Professor Thomas Acton, RSG

©RSG
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Roma identity

Important dates

Alexandru ©RSG
©European Rights Centre

Rozalia ©RSG

Elzbieta & Klarysa ©RSG
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Roma discrimination

Roma Celebrities

Ricardo Quaresma

Charlie Chaplin

Papusza

©RSG
Livia Jaroka

Elvis Presley
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Group Story Activities

Roma Stories

Read your Oral History story:
•
•
•

Rozalia
Alexandru
Elzbieta

•What

was your person’s life like in their home country?
happened to family members in the Second
World War?
•What journeys did your person make and why?
•What do you find out about Roma culture?
•What
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•

Film:- ‘Roma Stories’, Roma Support Group

•

Watch and listen to the short film to hear the Romanes
language and extracts from Roma people’s stories who live in
the UK: https://youtu.be/t9fCDLULTtU

l

Postcards and Photographs Activity

Roma Timeline Activity

Talk about the postcards
• What can the postcards tell you about Roma
history
• Sort the post cards into themes
•

•
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Sort the individual statements with their
corresponding date and order them
chronologically.
OR
• Match the individual statements to their
corresponding dates.
• What can you learn from the time line about
Roma history?
•

Which postcards relate to your person’s story?
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•
•
•
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Cultural activities:

What you can say:
Greetings
Hello
Be healthy and lucky

Music: Listen to Roma music and singing
Dance: Watch Roma dance and try some dance
movements
Art & Craft: Make a poster or collage about Roma
people or one Roma Story, include key information
from the stories, make collages with the photographs
and images
Make brick tiles out of clay, flowers with wire and
weaving with willow, wool or paper (making fabric or
basket-like weaving)

Latsio Dywes (Romanes)
Taves sasto bahtalo (Romanes)

Goodbye
May God be with you

Devlesa (Romanes)

Hello
Buna (Romanian)
Dzien Dobry (Polish)

Goodbye
La revedere (Romanian)
Do widzenia (Polish)

17

‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History Learning Resource, Roma Support Group & Heritage Lottery Fund

18

‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History Learning Resource, Roma Support Group & Heritage Lottery Fund

3

Find out more...

Visit our website: www.romasupportgroup.org.uk
Email us on: info@romasupportgroup.org.uk

4.3 School Sample Weekly Plan
From ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral
History Learning Resource
Text: Roma Oral History Project

Lesson
1

Weekly Literacy Plan KS2

SPAG

LI

SPAG
LI:

LI: To understand
racism and
prejudice and the
impact it has on
individuals and
communities
SC: I can explain
what racism is. I
can explain what
prejudice is. I can
discuss examples
or racism or
prejudice with
understanding
and empathy. I
can identify how
these incidents
impact the rights
of others.

Lesson 2

SPAG
LI:

Year: 6

Term: Autumn 2

Week: 5

Date:

By:

Range: Roma Oral History Project

Direct Teaching

Main Activity

Ask the children ‘When they see/hear stories about teenagers in the media what type of
stories are they?
Brainstorm the ‘teenager’ stereotype with the students; encourage them to consider
‘what the papers say’
Share with the students the Headline News 1: Teenagers’ activity sheet Media Myths
from Out of Site, Show Racism the Red Card material (SRRC)
Ask the children to consider which headlines:
1. Provide over-generalisations that do not represent all or perhaps even most
individuals within that group?
2. Might make someone feel frightened or unsure about that group?
3. Might make someone reluctant to get to know a member of that group?
4. Might make someone think that this group has nothing to offer our society?
Ask children to identify ‘loaded’ or strong language that is used to add to the
headline bias.
Are there many positive stories about young people in the press?
What positive contributions to society have you made? Have any of them been
represented in the press?
Why do newspapers sensationalise stories?
Does everybody who is a similar age behave in the same way?
How many people in their class don’t conform to the stereotype of a teenager?
How does the media’s portrayal affect people’s attitudes towards teenagers?

Can anyone think of an example where they were judged or treated unfairly because of
the teenager stereotype created by the media?
What would you like to see written about yourselves and your peers in the media?
How could we change this view of teenagers? Children to work in groups and record
ideas on sugar paper.
Share the study results with the children
LI: To
When you see or hear stories about Gypsy Roma Travellers (GRT) in the media, what type of stories are
understand
they?
racism and
Brainstorm the ‘Traveller’ stereotype with the class; encourage children to consider ‘what the papers say.’
prejudice and
Share with the children the Headline News 2: GRT Headlines from Out of Site, SRRC material.
the impact it
Ask the class to consider which headlines:
has on
1. Provide over-generalisations that do not represent all or perhaps even most individuals within that
individuals and
group?
communities
2. Might make someone feel frightened or unsure about that group?
3. Might make someone reluctant to get to know a member of that group?
SC: I can
4. Might make someone think that this group has nothing to offer our society?
explain what
racism is. I can Ask children to identify ‘loaded’ or strong language that is used to add to the headline bias.
explain what
Discussion points as a class:
prejudice is. I
How does the media’s portrayal affect people’s attitudes towards GRT? Do the headlines apply to every
can discuss
single GRT? How would people from GRT community feel when they read these headlines? How powerful
examples or
is the media? In what ways does it impact on racism? As with headlines about young people, many of the
racism or
headlines about GRT are misleading, inaccurate and untrue. What media myths are being created about
prejudice with
GRT? Record on sugar paper.
understanding
and empathy. I
can identify
how these
incidents
impact the
rights of
others.

Divide the class into table groups, and give the children a copy of Johnny Delaney’s picture (from Out of
Site, SRRC material). Explain to the class that he was involved in a racist incident but don’t give them any
further info. In their groups, children to decide a story about what happened, including where, who, why
and what the police did.
Share the newspaper article about the Johnny Delaney murder.
Discuss as a class. Refer to Rights Respecting, how the story affects the children, what they have to say.
Were any of the children’s stories close to what actually happened? Were you surprised by what happened
to Johnny? Have you ever witnessed any racist incidents involving GRT? Is murdering someone because of
their culture any different than because of their skin colour? How do you feel about the sentences given to
Johnny’s attackers? Do you think it was a racially motivated crime? How would you feel if this happened in
your area? Or to someone you know?
Share sister NellieVisit
Delaney’s
Dividewww.romasupportgroup.org.uk
your paper into 2 columns: positive and negative. In pairs, using
ourletter.
website:
the letter record positive things Nellie says about being a Traveller, and negative things in that column.
Email
us on: info@romasupportgroup.org.uk
Could you (the settled
community)
do anything that could make either list shorter or longer?
What were Nellie’s happy memories of her brother? What memories do you have of your families? Using
the evidence found in the letter, what do you think led to Johnny’s death? Do you think that the boys
intended to kill him? Why? Nellie’s letter was read out on Holocaust Memorial Day, an annual occasion to
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Plenary
Share ideas
from sugar
paper, note
taking and
spider grams

Share this
with the
children
When young
Gypsies,
Roma and
Travellers
were asked
to tell one
thing about
their culture,
they said:
“If you are
curious then
ask a
questions,
but try to
think before
you speak
and be aware
that 99% of
what you
think you
know is
probably
wrong.”
Do you agree
1
or disagree
with this
statement?
Why?

rights of
others.

SPAG
LI:

LI: To show a
deeper
understanding
of Gypsy Roma
Travellers.

Lesson 3

SC:
I can consider
people’s
negative
attitudes.
I can rectify
any
misconceptions
that I held
before this
lesson.
I can make
links to history.
I can use my
knowledge of
geography to
track GRT
journeys.

Share the newspaper article about the Johnny Delaney murder.
Discuss as a class. Refer to Rights Respecting, how the story affects the children, what they have to say.
Were any of the children’s stories close to what actually happened? Were you surprised by what happened
to Johnny? Have you ever witnessed any racist incidents involving GRT? Is murdering someone because of
their culture any different than because of their skin colour? How do you feel about the sentences given to
Johnny’s attackers? Do you think it was a racially motivated crime? How would you feel if this happened in
your area? Or to someone you know?
Share sister Nellie Delaney’s letter. Divide your paper into 2 columns: positive and negative. In pairs, using
the letter record positive things Nellie says about being a Traveller, and negative things in that column.
Could you (the settled community) do anything that could make either list shorter or longer?
What were Nellie’s happy memories of her brother? What memories do you have of your families? Using
the evidence found in the letter, what do you think led to Johnny’s death? Do you think that the boys
intended to kill him? Why? Nellie’s letter was read out on Holocaust Memorial Day, an annual occasion to
remember people who died in the Holocaust, more recent genocides and because of hatred and prejudice.
What makes Nellie believe that Johnny died because of prejudice and hate?

know is
probably
wrong.”

Sugar Paper Activity
When you hear the words: Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, what do you think?

Post-it Note
Activity

Brainstorm ideas as a class on flipchart. Discuss what caravans look like and the
stereotypical image.
Why do you think they are stereotypical images? And where do these ideas come from?
Comprehension (look at Maps in ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History Learning Resource)
In pairs, ask children to read ‘Roma People Roam’ by Benjamin Zaphania (from ‘Wicked
World’ Puffin 2000, see Additional resources in ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History Learning
Resource).
Ask the following questions on sugar paper.
• Where do Roma people originate from?
• Ask children to list all the negative words in the poem (hated, separated, blamed,
shamed)
• What does this tell you about how Roma people are perceived? (not liked, judged)
• What does nomadic mean?
• What special skills do the Roma people have? (arts and craft, it is thought they can
read your future)
• What is a no-go zone and why do you think Roma people go through them?
• Why does the poem repeat the line ‘The Roma People Roam’.

All children:
Create an
information
poster on
Roma people
based on
what you
have learnt
today.
LA: provide
copies of
timeline,
poem and
map.

Do you agree
or disagree
with this
statement?
Why?

Write three
new things
you have
learnt today
about Roma
people and
add to the
working wall
or flipchart.

LLA: provide
pictures.

Mapping and Timeline ((look at Maps and Timeline in ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History
Learning Resource)
Hand out children the world map and ask them to track the journey in the poem.
Look at the Timeline of Romani History - what did the Roma people go through? What is
shocking? Discuss.

Lesson
Lesson
4 and
4 and
5 5

SPAG
LI:
SPAG
LI:

Lesson
Lesson
6 6

SPAG
LI:
SPAG
LI:

LI: To show a
deeper
LI: To show a
understanding
deeper
of
Roma
understanding
people.
of Roma
SC:
I can talk
people.
about
Roma
SC: I can
talk
people
and
about Roma
their
history.
people
and
Itheir
can recount
history. a
Roma
person’sa
I can recount
story.
Roma person’s
Istory.
can make
links
history.
I can to
make
Ilinks
can to
usehistory.
my
knowledge
I can use myof
geography
knowledge to
of
track
the Roma
geography
to
person’s
track the Roma
journey.
person’s
journey.

Roma Oral History Project Workshop
Roma Oral
HistoryOutline
Projectand
Workshop
Follow
Workshop
Suggested Activities in ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History
Follow Workshop
Learning
ResourceOutline and Suggested Activities in ‘Roma Stories’ Roma Oral History
Learning Resource

Case studies
(fact
Case file)
studies
created
(fact file)by
children
created by
based
on the
children
person
they
based on
the
studied
person they
studied

On a post it
note,
record
On a post
it
one
you
note,fact
record
learned
one fact you
today
and
learned
why
todayyou
andfind
that
why fact
you find
interesting
that fact
interesting

LI: To show
our
LI: To show
understanding
our
of Roma
understanding
culture
of
Roma
through art
culture
through art
SC: to be
decided
SC:
to beas a
class
decided
as a
class

Art and crafts activities
Art and to
crafts
activities
Explain
children
that they will be retelling one person’s story through art, pictures, symbols, maps, mark
Explain to children that they will be retelling one person’s story through art, pictures, symbols, maps, mark
making
making
Ideas: Fire, horses, flowers, musical instruments, symbol, flag, wheels
Ideas: Fire, horses, flowers, musical instruments, symbol, flag, wheels

Exhibition of
completed
Exhibition of
work
from
completed
the
workweek
from
the week
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